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The purpose of the exhibition was to present the unique female perspective on the Holocaust and the
life experiences of the 20th century to the general public in an engaging way. It is based on the stories
of seven Jewish women from different European countries. The exhibition on display at the Jewish
Museum of Greece in Athens is available in English and in Greek.

The exhibition was constructed to embed personal stories in time and space. The chronological
arrangement and map as the central element of each panel, along with quotes, photographs and
documents, allow for a more detailed illustration of the fate of each woman. Following in the footsteps
of seven European Jewish women, the visitors can clearly see where they were and what they
experienced at particular moments in history: from the first decades of the 20th century, through the
interwar period, the years of the Second World War and the Holocaust, to post-war times and the end
of the 20th century. The women's stories presented at the exhibition represent their perspectives, their
changing roles, the decisions they make, their survival strategies, as well as their ways of coping and
rebuilding their lives. In this way, individual stories reveal the complexity of 20th-century European
Jewish history.

The opening of the exhibition was combined with the first day of a teacher’s training seminar
coorganised with the The Olga Lengyel Institute (TOLI). The group included 36 teachers from all over
Greece and instructors from the TOLI team from Kroatia and Romania.

The director of the Jewish Museum of Greece, Zanet Battinou along with Mr Harry Wall, Board of
Directors of TOLI, and Ms Oana Nestian-Sandu, International Program Director of TOLI opened the
evening by welcoming the teachers and connecting the HerStories exhibition with Olga Lengyel’s vision,
another Jewish woman who also documented her lifestory during the Holocaust.

Then, Dr. Alexandra Patrikiou, co-curator of the exhibition, along with Anna Pantelakou, partner of the
curatorial team, briefly presented the project, and discussed the story behind the exhibition, as well as
details of the curation and the stories of the seven women. The group walked along the panels through
the museum, and further discussed the storyline of the exhibition. The teachers were really interested
in the perspective of microhistory and the womens’ narratives and a lively discussion was held
throughout the entire evening.

In addition, all teachers got interested in learning more about HerStories project and how they can use
the stories in the classroom, by saving the website address (via the printed QR code next to the
exhibition) and a teacher got interested in participating with her students in the student workshop which
will be held in May.
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